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Introductory Remarks concerning the Texts of this Publication

Already the title "Second International Workshop on Ombudsman Institutions and
Human Rights" of the conference at Kizinev/Republic of Moldova (21 - 23 May 1996)
indicates the existence of a possibly dual view, at least, however, of a differentiating view:
here ombudsman, there human rights.

The conference of Kizinev also quite clearly showed the difference between
ombudsman institutions and human rights commissions. As soon as the Report on the
Second Workshop on Ombudsman Institutions and Human Rights has been submitted, the
EOI will make it available to its members, at least in an English and a German version.

Not least on the basis of the resolutions of the World Conference on Human Rights
of 24 - 25 June, 1993 at Vienna ("Vienna Declaration” and "Programme of Action"), the
Annex to the Resolution of the United Nations General Assembly of December 20, 1993 on
"National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights" and the so-called
"Principles of Paris", European ombudsman institutions of all shades, the committees on
public petitions and institutions for the protection of human rights (commissions, offices) will
have to ask themselves where they stand.

Pursuant to the aforementioned resolution of the UN, each country must create an
institution/institutions which is/are best suited to its circumstances. It will be necessary to
determine which tasks shall/should be performed by already existing institutions, which
tasks would have to be performed by a more specialized institution and, for the sake of
economy, one will also have to examine whether redundancies exist. Finally, the issue of
optimal cooperation will have to be raised in countries in which some of the aforementiored
institutions have already been established.

As to our association, the EOI, it will be necessary to discuss whether the circle of
membership should also be enlarged by types of human rights institutions such as human
rights commissions and/or offices in order have the ability to make use of all synergies to
afford comprehensive protection for the citizens of our countries.

The average-type ombudsman in European countries is a guarantor of legality. This
is a form of legal protection which goes beyond the mere protection of human rights. There
is a lack of awareness of this circumstance - a fact that has been experienced in some
conferences. There is also a similar lack of awareness that the protection of human rights is
also the ombudsman’s goal and is, as a matter of course, the subject of his work. It is quite
possible that functions to be performed by the national human rights institutions, which are
to be created, have already been performed by the respective ombudsman, but that one is
generally not aware of this circumstance. However, tasks which typically go beyond the
scope of those performed by the ombudsman might be co-performed or assumed by him
without significant change or difficulty. Mutatis mutandis this also applies to the committees
on public petitions. By making the relevant texts available, this publication - VARIA 7 (D) -
should serve as a basis for further helpful - and undoubtedly necessary - discussions.

Innsbruck, 20 August 1996 Dr. Nikolaus Schwarzler
Managing Member of the Board
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48/134. National institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights

Date: 20 December 1993 Meeting: 85
Adopted without a vote Report: A/48/632/Add.2

The General Assembly,

Recalling the relevant resolutions concerning national institutions for the protection
and promotion of human rights, notably its resolutions 41/129 of 4 December 1986 and 46/124
of 17 December 1991 and Commission on Human Rights resolutions 1987/40 of 10 March 1987,
1988/72 of 10 March 1988, 1989/52 of 7 March 1989, 1990/73 of 7 March 1990, 1991/27 of S
March 1991, 1992/54 of 3 March 1992 and 1993/55 of 9 March 1993,

Emphasizing the importance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 254/ the
International Covenants on Human Rights 255/ and other international instruments for
promoting respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Affirming that priority should be accorded to the development of appropriate

arrangements at the national level to ensure the effective implementation of international
human rights standards,

Convinced of the significant role that institutions at the national level can play in
promoting and protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms and in developing and
enhancing public awareness of those rights and freedoms,

Recognizing that the United Nations can play a catalytic role in assisting the
development of national institutions by acting as a clearing-house for the exchange of
information and experience,

Mindful in this regard of the guidelines on the structure and functioning of national
and local institutions for the protection and promotion of human rights endorsed by the
General Assembly in its resolution 33/46 of 14 December 1978,

Welcoming the growing interest shown worldwide in the creation and strengthening of
national institutions expressed during the Regional Preparatory Meeting for Africa for the
World Conference on Human Rights, held at Tunis from 2 to 6 November 1992, the Regional
Preparatory Meeting for Latin America and the Caribbean for the Preparatory Conference, held
at San José from 18 to 22 January 1993, the Regional Preparatory Meeting for Asia for the
Conference, held at Bangkok from 29 March to 2 April 1993, the Commonwealth Workshop on
National Human Rights Institutions, held at Ottawa from 30 September to 2 October 1992 and
the Workshop for the Asia and Pacific Region on Human Rights Issues, held at Jakarta from 26
to 28 January 1993, and manifested in the decisions announced recently by several Member
States to establish national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights,

Recalling the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, 256/ in which was reaffirmed
the important and constructive role played by national institutions for the promotion and
protection of human rights, in particular in their advisory capacity to the competent
authorities, their role in remedying human rights violations, in the dissemination of human
rights information, and education in human rights,

Noting the diverse approaches adopted throughout the world for the protection and
promotion of human rights at the national level, emphasizing the universality, indivisibility
and interdependence of all human rights, and emphasizing and recognizing the value of such
approaches to promoting universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and
fundamental freedoms,

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the updated report of the Secretary-General on
national institutions for the protection and promotion of human rights, prepared in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 44/64 of 8 December 1989;
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2. Reaffirms the importance of developing, in accordance with national legislation,
effective national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights and of
ensuring the pluralism of their membership and their independence;

3. Encourages Member States to establish or, where they already exist, to strengthen
national institutions for the protection and promotion of human rights and to incorporate
those elements in national development plans;

4, Also _encourages national institutions for the promotion and protection of human
rights established by Member States to prevent and combat all violations of human rights as
enumerated in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action and relevant internaticnal

instruments;
5. Requests the Centre for Human Rights of the Secretariat to continue its efforts to

enhance cooperation between the United Nations and national institutions, particularly in the
field of advisory services and technical assistance and of information and education,
including within the framework of the world public information campaign for human rights;

6. Alsg requests the Centre for Human Rights to establish, upon the request of States
concerned, United Nations centres for human rights documentation and training, and to do so
on the basis of established procedures for the use of available resources within the
Voluntary Fund for Advisory Services and Technical Assistance in the Field of Human Rights;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to respond favourably to requests from Member States
for assistance in the establishment and strengthening of national institutions for the
protection and promotion of human rights as part of the programme of advisory services and
technical cooperation in the field of human rights, as well as national centres for human
rights documentation and training;

8. Encourages all Member States to take appropriate steps to promote the exchange of
information and experience concerning the establishment and effective operation of such
national institutions;

9. Affirms the role of national institutions as agencies for the dissemination of
human rights materials and other public information activities prepared or organized under
the auspices of the United Nations;

10. Welcomes the organization under the auspices of the Centre for Human Rights of a
follow-up meeting at Tunis in December 1993 with a view, in particular, to examining ways and
means to promote technical assistance for the cooperation and strengthening of national
institutions, and to continue to examine all issues relating to the question of national
institutions;

11. Welcomes the Principles relating to the status of national institutions, annexed to
the present resolution;

12. Encourages the establishment and strengthening of national institutions having
regard to these principles and recognizing that it is the right of each State to choose the
framework which is best suited to its particular needs at the national level;

13. Reguests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its fiftieth
session on the implementation of the present resolution.

Annex

Principles relating to the status of national institutions

Competence and responsibilities

1. A national institution shall be vested with competence to promote and protect human rights.
2. A national institution shall be given as broad a mandate as possible, which shall be cliearly
set forth in a constitutional or legislative text, specifying its composition and its sphere of
competence.

3. A national institution shall, inter alia, have the following responsibilities:
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(a) To submit to the Government, Parliament and any other competent body, on an advisory
basis either at the request of the authorities concerned or through the exercise of its power to
hear a matter without higher referral, opinions, recommendations, proposals and reports on any
matters concerning the promotion and protection of human rights; the national institution may
decide to publicize them; these opinions, recommendations, proposals and reports, as well as any
prerogative of the national institution, shail relate to the following areas:

(i) Any legislative or administrative provisions, as well as provisions relating to judicial
organizations, intended to preserve and extend the protection of human rights; in that
connection, the national institution shall examine the legistation and administrative
provisions in force, as well as bills and proposals, and shall make such recommendations
as it deems appropriate in order to ensure that these provisions conform to the
fundamental principles of human rights; it shall, if necessary, recommend the adoption
of new legislation, the amendment of legislation in force and the adoption or amendment
of administrative measures;

(ii) Any situation of viclation of human rights which it decides to take up;

(iii) The preparation of reports on the national situation with regard to human rights in
general, and on more specific matters;

(iv) Drawing the attention of the Government to situations in any part of the country where
human rights are violated and making proposals to it for initiatives to put an end to
such situations and, where necessary, expressing an opinion on the positions and
reactions of the Government;

(b) To promote and ensure the harmonization of national legislation regulations and
practices with the international human rights instruments to which the State is a party, and their
effective implementation;

(c) To encourage ratification of the above-mentioned instruments or accession to those
jnstruments, and to ensure their implementation;

(d) To contribute to the reports which States are required to submit to United Nations
bodies and committees, and to regional institutions, pursuant to their treaty obligations and,
where necessary, to express an opinion on the subject, with due respect for their independence;

(e) To cooperate with the United Nations and any other organization in the United Nations
system, the regional institutions and the national institutions of other countries that are
competent in the areas of the promotion and protection of human rights;

(f) To assist in the formulation of programmes for the teaching of, and research into, human
rights and to take part in their execution in schools, universities and professional circles;

(g) To publicize human rights and efforts to combat all forms of discrimination, in

particular racial discrimination, by increasing public awareness, especially through information
and education and by making use of all press organs.

Composition and guarantees of independence and pluralism

1. The composition of the national institution and the appointment of its members, whether by
means of an election or otherwise, shall be established in accordance with a procedure which
affords all necessary guarantees to ensure the pluralist representation of the social forces (of
¢ivilian society) involed in the promotion and protection of human rights, particularly by powers
which will enabie effec*ive cooperation to be established with, or through the presence of,
representatives of:

(a) Non-governmental organizations responsible for human rights and efforts to combat racial
discrimination, trade unions, concerned social and professional organizations, for example,
associations of lawyers, doctors, journalists and eminent scientists;

(b) Trends in philosophical or religious thought;

(c) Universities and qualified experts;

(d) Parliament;
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(e) Government departments (if they are included, these representatives shoutld participate
in the deliberations only in an advisory capacity).

2. The national institution shall have an infrastructure which is suited to the smooth conduct
of its activities, in particular adequate funding. The purpose of this funding should be to
enable it to have its own staff and premises, in order to be independent of the Government and not
be subject to financial control which might affect its independence.

3. In order to ensure a stable mandate for the members of the institution, without which there
can be no real independence, their appointment shall be effected by an official act which shall
establish the specific duration of the mandate. This mandate may be renewable, provided that the
pluralism of the institution’s membership is ensured.

Methods of operation

Within the framework of its operation, the national institution shall:

(a) Freely consider any questions falling within its competence, whether they are submitted
by the Government or taken up by it without referral to a higher authority, on the proposal of its
members or of any petitioner;

(b) Hear any person and obtain any information and any documents necessary for assessing
situations falling within its competence:

(c) Address public opinion directly or through any press organ, particularly in order to
publicize its opinions and recommendations;

(d) Meet on a regular basis and whenever necessary in the presence of all its members after
they have been duly convened;

(e) Establish working groups from among its members as necessary, and set up local or
regional sections to assist it in discharging its functions;

(f) Maintain consultation with the othier bodies, whether jurisdictional or otherwise,
responsible for the promotion and protection of human rights (in particular ombudsmen, mediators
and similar institutions);

(g) In view of the fundamental role played by the non-governmental organizations in
expanding the work of the national institutions, develop relations with the non-governmental
organizations davoted to promoting and protecting human rights, to economic and social
development, to combating racism, to protecting particularly vulnerable groups (especially
children, migrant workers, refugees, physically and mentally disabled persons) or to specialized
areas.

Additional principles concerning the status of commissions
with guasi-jurisdictional competence

A national institution may be authorized to hear and consider complaints and petitions
concerning individual situations. Cases may be brought before it by individuals, their
representatives, third parties, non-governmental organizations, associations of trade unions or
any other representative organizations. In such circumstances, and without prejudice to the
principles stated above concerning the other powers of the commissions, the functions entrusted to
them may be based on the following principles:

(a) Seeking an amicable settiement through conciliation or, within the limits prescribed by
the law, through binding decisions or, where necessary, on the basis of confidentiality;

(b) Informing the party who filed the petition of his rights, in particular the remedies
available to him, and promoting his access to them;

(c) Hearing any complaints or petitions or transmitting them to any other competent
authority within the limits prescribed by the law;

(d) Making recommendations to the competent authorities, especially by proposing amendments
or reforms of the laws, regulations and administrative practices, especially if they have created
the difficulties encountered by the persons filing the petitions in order to assert their rights.
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Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the World

Conference on Human Rights
A/CONF.157/24, 25 June 1993

The World Conference on Human Rights,

Considering that the promotion and protection of
human rights is a matter of priority for the international
community, and that the Conference affords a unique
opporwnity to carry out a comprehensive analysis of the
international human rights system and of the machinery
for the protection of human rights, in order to enhance
and thus promote a fuller observance of those rights, in
a just and balanced manner,

Recognizing and affirming that all human rights
derive from the dignity and worth inherent in the human
person, and that the human person is the central subject
of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and conse-
quently should be the principal beneficiary and should
participate actively in the realizadon of these rights and
freedoms,

Reaffirming their commitment to the purposes and
principles contained in the Charter of the United Nanons
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Reaffirming the commitment contained in Article 56
of the Charter of the United Nadons to take joint and
separate action, placing proper emphasis on developing
effective international cooperation for the realization of

the purposes set out in Article 55, including universal
respect for, and observance of. human rights and funda-
mental freedoms for all,

Emphasizing the responsibilities of all States, in
conformity with the Charter of the United Nations, to
develop and encourage respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction as to
race, sex, language or religion, '

Recalling the Preamble to the Chaster of the
United Nations, in particular the determination to reaf-
firm faith in fundamental human rights. in the dignity and
worth of the human person, and in the equal rights of
men and women and of natons large and small,

Recailing also the determination expressed in the
Preambie of the Charter of the United Nations to save
succeeding generations from the scourge of war, to estab-
lish conditions under which justice and respect for obli-
gations arising from treaties and other sources of
international law can be maintained, to promote social
progress and better standards of life in larger freedom, to
practice tolerance and good neighbourliness, and to em-
ploy internatonal machinery for the promodon of the
economic and social advancement of all peoples,



Empbhasizing that the Universal Declaradon of Hu-
man Rights, which constitutes 2 common standard of
achievement for all peoples and all nations, is the source
of inspiration and has been the basis for the United
Nations in making advances in standard serting as con-
tained in the existing international human rights insou-
ments, in particular the International Covenant on Civil
and Politcal Rights and the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

Considering the major changes taking place on the
international scene and the aspirarions of all the peopies
for an international order based on the principles en-
shrined in the Charter of the United Nations, including
promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all and respect for the principle
of equal rights and seif -determination of peoples, peace,
democracy, justce, equality, rule of law, pluralism, de-
velopment, better standards of living and solidariry,

Deeply concerned by various forms of discrimina-
tion and violence, to which women continue to be ex-
posed all over the world,

Recognizing that the acrivities of the United Nations
in the field of human rights shouid be rationalized and
enhanced in order to swrengthen the United Nadons ma-
chinery in this fieid and to further the obijectives of
universal respect for observance of international human
rights standards,

Having taken into account the Declarations adopted
by the three regional meetings at Tunis, San José and
Bangkok and the contributons made by Governments,
and bearing in mind the suggestions made by intergov-
emmental and non-governmental organizations, as well
as the studies prepared by independent experts during the
preparatory process leading to the World Conference on
Human Rights,

Weicoming the International Year of the World's
Indigenous People 1993 as a reaffirmadon of the commit-
ment of the internadonal community to ensure their
enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms
and to respect the vaiue and diversity of their cultures and
identities,

Recognizing also thar the internatonal community
should devise ways and means to remove the current
obstacles and meet chailenges to the full reaiization of all
human rights and to prevent the continuadon of human
rights violarions resuiting thereof throughout the worid,

Invoking the spirit of our age and the realities of our
time which cail upon the peopies of the world and all
States Members of the United Nadons to rededicate
themseives to the giobal task of promoting and protecting
all human rights and fundamental freedoms so as to
secure full and universal enjoyment of these righcs,

Determined to take new steps forward in the com-
mitment of the international community with a view to
achieving substantial progress in human rights endeav-
ours by an increased and sustained effort of international
cooperation and solidarity,

Solemniv adopts the Vienna Declaration and Pro-
gramme of Action.

I

~1. The World Conference on Human Rights reaf-
firms the solemn commuitment of all States to fulfil their
obligations to promote universal respect for, and obser-
vance and protection of, all human rights and fundamen-
tal freedoms for all in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations, other instruments relating to human
rights, and international law. The universal nature of
these rights and freedoms is beyond queston.

In this framework. enhancement of international
cooperation in the field of human rights is essendal for
the full achievement of the purposes of the United
Nations.

Human rights and fundamental freedoms are the
birthright of all human beings; their protection and pro-
motion is the first responsibility of Governments.

2. All peopies have the right of self-determination.
By virtue of that right they freely determine their polirical
status, and freely pursue their economic, social and cul-
tural development.

Taking into account the particular situation of peo-
ples under colonial or other forms of alien domination or
foreign occupation, the World Conference on Human
Rights recognizes the right of peoples to take any legiti-
mate action, in accordance with the Charter of the
Unired Nations, to reaiize their inalienable rignt of self-
determination. The Worid Conference on Human Rights
considers the denial of the right of self-determination as
a violation of human rights and underlines the impor-
tance of the effective realization of this right.

In accordance with the Declaradon on Principles of .
International Law concerning Friendly Reladons and
Cooperation Among States in accordance with the Char-
ter of the United Nations, this shall not be construed as
authorizing or encouraging any action which would dis-
member or impair, totaily or in part, the territorial integ-
rity or political unity of sovereign and independent States
conducting themselves in compiiance with the principle
of equal rights and self-determination of peopies and thus
possessed of a Government representing the whole people
belonging to the territory without distinction of any kind.

3. Effective international measures to guarantee
and monitor the implementation of human rights stand-
ards should be taken in respect of people under foreign
occupanion, and effective legal protection against the

Document 85 449



violation of their human rights should be provided, in
accordance with human rights norms and international
law, particularly the Geneva Conventon rejative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 14
August 1949, and other applicabie norms of humanitar-
ian law.

4. The promotion and protection of all human
rights and fundamental freedoms must be considered as
a priority objective of the United Nations in accordance
with its purposes and principles, in particular the purpose
of international cooperation. In the framework of these
purposes and principles, the promotion and protection of
all human rights is a legitimate concern of the interna-
tional community. The organs and specialized agencies
related to human rights should therefore further enhance
the coordination of their activities based on the consistent
and objective application of international human rights
instruments.

5. All human righes are universal, indivisible and
interdependent and interrelated. The international com-
munity must treat human rights globally in a fair and
equal manner, on the same footing, and with the same
emphasis. While the significance of national and regional
particularities and various historical, cultural and relig-
ious backgrounds must be borne in mind, it is the duty of
States, regardless of their political, economic and cultural
systems, 1o promote and protect all human rights and
fundamental freedoms. :

6. The efforts of the United Nations system to-
wards the universal respect for, and observance of, hu-
man rights and fundamental freedoms for all. contribute
to the stability and weil-being necessary for peaceful and
friendly reladons among nations, and to improved con-
ditions for peace and security as well as sodial and eco-
nomic development, in conformity with the Charter of
the United Narions.

7. The processes of promoting and protecting hu-
man rights should be conducted in conformity with the
purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations, and international law.

8. Democracy, developmentand respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms are interdependent and
mutually reinforcing. Democracy is based on the freelv
expressed will of the peopie to determine their own
political, economic, social and cultural systems and their
full parricipation in all aspeczs of their fives. In the context
of the above, the promotion and protection of human
rights and fundamental freedoms at the national and
internadonal leveis should be universal and conducted
without conditions attached. The international commu-
nity should support the strengthening and promoting of
democracy, development and respect for human rights
and fundamental fresdoms in the entire world.
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9. The World Conference on Human Rights reaf-
firms that least developed countries committed to the
process of democratization and economic reforms, many
of which are in Africa, should be supported by the
international community in order to succeed in their
transition to democracy and economic development.

10. The World Conference on Human Rights reaf- -
firms the right to development, as established in the
Declaration on the Right to Development, as a universal
and inalienable right and an integral part of fundamental
human rights.

As stated in the Declararion on the Right to Devel-
opment, the human person is the central subjecr of devel-
opment.

While development facilitates the enjoyment of all
human rights, the lack of development mav not be in-
voked to justify the abridgement of internationally recog-
nized human rights.

States should cooperate with each other in ensuring
development and eliminating obstacles to development.
The international community should promote an effec-
tive international cooperation for the realizaton of the
right to development and the elimination of obstacles to
development.

Lasting progress towards the implementation of the
right to development requires effective development poli-
cies at the national level, as well as equitabie economic
relations and a favourable economic environment at the
internadonal level.

11. Theright to development should be fulfilled so
as to mest equitably the deveiopmental and environ-
mental needs of present and furure generadons. The
World Conference on Human Rights recognizes that
illicit dumping of toxic and dangerous substances and
waste potentally constitutes a serious threat to the hu-
man rights to life and health of evervone.

Consequently, the World Conference on Human
Rights calls on all States to adopt and vigorously imple-
ment existing conventons relating to the dumping of
toxic and dangerous products and waste and to cooperace
in the preventon of illicit dumping,

Everyone has the right to enjoy the benefits of
scientific progress and its applications. The World Con-
ference on Human Rights notes that cercain advances.
notably in the biomedical and life sciences as well as in
information technology, may have potentiaily adverse
consequences for the integriry, dignity and human rights
of the individual, and calls for internadonal cooperation
to ensure that human rights and digniry are fully respected
in this area of universal concer

12. The World Conference on Human Rights cails
upon the international communicy to make all 25forts o
heip alleviate the external debt burden of deveioping coun-
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tries, in order to supplement the efforts of the Govern-
ments of such countries to attain the full realization of
the economic, sodial and cultural rights of their people.

13. There is a need for States and international
organizations. in cooperation with non-governmental or-
ganizadons, to create favourable conditions at the na-
tional, regional and internadonal levels to ensure the full
and effective enjoyment of human rights. States should
eliminate all violations of human rights and their causes,
as well as obstacles to the enjoyment of these rights.

14. The existence of widespread extreme poverty
inhibits the full and effective enjoyment of human rightss
its immediate alleviation and evenrual eliminadon must
remain a high priority for the internadonal communicy.

15. Respect for human rights and for fundamental
fresdoms withoutdistinction of any kind is a fundamental
rule of international human rights law. The speedy and
comprehensive eliminadon of all forms of racism and
racial discriminaton, xenophobia and related incolerance
is a priority task for the international community. Gov-
ernments should take effective measures to prevent and
combat them. Groups, instrurions, intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations and individuals ace
urged to intensify their efforts in cooperating and coor-
dinating their activities against these evils.

16. The World Conference on Human Rights wel-
comes the progress made in dismanting apartheid and
cails upon the international community and the
United Nations system to assist in this process.

The World Conference on Human Rights also de-
plores the conrinuing acts of violenee aimed at undermin-
ing the quest for a peaceful dismanting of apartheid.

17. Theacts, methods and practices of tezrorism in
all its forms and manifestations as well as lin kage in some
countries to drug trafficking are activides aimed at the
destruction of human rights, fundamental freedoms and
democracy, threatening territorial integrity, security of
States and destabilizing legitimately constitrured Govern-
ments. The internatonal community should take the
necessary steps to enhance cooperarion to prevent and
combat terrorism.

18. The human rights of women and of the girl-
child are an inalienable, integral and indivisible part of
universal human rights. The full and equal participation
of women in political, civil, econo mic, social and cultural
life, ar the national, regional and internatonal levels, and
the eradication of all forms of discriminadon on grounds
of sex are priority objectives of the international commu-
nity.

Gender-based violence and all forms of sexual hag-
assment and exploitation, including those resuiting from
cultural prejudice and international trafficking, are in-
compatibie with the dignity and worth of the human

person, and must be eliminated. This can be achieved by
legal measures and through narional action and interna-
tional cooperarion in such fields as economic and sodial
development, education, safe maternity and health care,
and social support.

The human rights of women should form an inzegral
part of the United Natons human rights actividies, in-
cluding the promotion of all human rights instruments
relating to women.

The World Conference on Human Rights urges
Governments, institutions, intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations to intensify their efforts for
the protection and promodion of human rights of women
and the girl-child.

19. Considering the importance of the promotion
and protection of the rights of persons belonging to
minorities and the contributon of such promotion and
protection to the political and social stabilicy of the Scates
in which such persons live,

The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms
the obligation of States to ensure that persons belonging
to minorities may exercise fully and effectively all human
rights and fundamental fresdoms without any discrimi-
nation and in full equality before the law .in accordance
with the Declaration on the Righrs of Persons Belonging
to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minori-
ties.

The persons belonging to minorities have the right
to enjoy their own culture, to profess and practise their
own refigion and to use their own language in private and
in public, freely and without interference or any form of
discriminadon.

20. The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
ognizes the inherent dignity and the unique contribution
of indigenous people to the deveiopment and plurality of
sociery and strongly reaffirms the commitment of the
internaticnal community to their economic, social and
cultural well-being and their enjovment of the fruits of
sustainable development. States shouid ensure the full
and free participation of indigenous people in all aspeczs
of society, in particular in matters of concern to them.
Considering the importance of the promotion and pro-
tection of the rights of indigenous people, and the contri-
bution of such promotion and protection to the political
and social stability of the States in which such people live,
States should, in accordance with internagonal law, take
concerted positive steps to ensure respect for all human
rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people,
on the basis of equaiity and non-discrimination, and
recognize the value and diversity of their distinct identi-
ties, cultures and social organization.

21. The World Conference on Human Rights, wel-
coming the early ratification of the Conventien on the
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Rights of the Child by a large number of Stares and noting
the recogniton of the human rights of children in the
World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and De-
velopment of Children and Plan of Action adopted by the
World Summit for Children, urges universal radfication
of the Convention by 1995 and its effective implementa-
tion by States parties through the adoption of all the
necessary legislative, administrative and other measures
and the allocation to the maximum extent of the available
resources. In all actions concerning children, non-
discrimination and the best interest of the child should be
primary considerations and the views of the child given
due weight. National and inrernational mechanisms and
programmes should be strengrhened for the defence and
protection of children, in particular, the girl-child, aban-
doned children, street children, economically and sexu-
ally exploited children, including through child
pornography, child prostitution or sale of organs, chil-
dren victims of diseases including acquired immunodefi-
ciency syndrome, refugee and displaced children. children
in detention, children 1 armed conflict, as well as chil-
dren victims of famine and drought and other emergen-
cies. International cooperation and soiidarity should be
promoted to support the implementation of the Conven-
tion and the rights of the child should be a priority in the
United Nations system-wide action on human rights.

The World Conference on Human Rights also stresses
that the child for the full and harmonious development of
his or her personality should grow up in a family environ-
ment which accordingly merits broader protection.

22. Special attendon needs to be paid to ensuring,
non-discrimination, and the equal enjoyment of all hu-
man rights and fundamental freedoms by disabled per-
sons, inciuding their active participation in all aspects of
society.

23. The World Conference on Human Rights reaf-
firms that everyone, without distinction of any kind, is
entitled to the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries
asylum from persecution, as well as the right to rerurn to
one's own country. In this respect it stresses the impor-
tance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
1951 Convention relating to the Scatus of Refugees, its
1967 Protocol and regional instruments. It expresses its
appreciation to States that continue to admit and host
large numbers of refugees in their territories, and to the
Office of the Unired Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees for its dedication to its task. It also expresses its
appreciation to the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East.

The Worid Conference on Human Righrs recognizes
that gross viclations of human rights, including in armed
conflicts, are among the muldpie and complex facrors
leading to dispiacement of people.

The World Conference on Human Rights recognizes
that, in view of the complexities of the giobal refugee
crisis and in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations, relevant international instruments and
international solidarity and in the spirit of burden-sharing,
a comprehensive approach by the international commu-
nity is needed in coordinaton and cooperation with the
countries concerned and relevant organizations, bearing
in mind the mandate of the United Narions High Com-
mussioner for Refugees. This should include the develop-
ment of strategies to address the root causes and effects
of movements of refugees and other displaced persons,
the strengthening of emergency preparedness and re-
sponse mechanisms, the provision of effective protection
and assistance, bearing in mind the special nesds of
women and children. as well as the achievement of dura-
bie solutions. primarily through the preferred solution of
dignified and safe voluntary reparriation, including solu-
tions such as those adopted by the international refugee
conferences. The World Conference on Human Rights
underlines the responsibilities of States, parucularly as
they relate to the countries of origin.

In the light of the comprehensive approach, the
World Conference on Human Rights emphasizes the
importance of giving special attention including through
intergovernmental and humanicarian organizatiens and
finding lasting solutions to questions related to internally
displaced persons including their voluntary and safe re-
turn and rehabilication.

In -accordance with the Charter of the United
Narions and the principles of humanitarian law, the
World Conference on Human Rights further emphasizes
the importance of and the need for humanitarian assise-
ance ro victims of all natural and man-made disasters.

24, Grearimportance must be given to the promo-
tion and protection of the human rights of persons be-
longing to groups which have besn rendered vulnerable,
including migrant workers. the eiimination of all forms
of discrimination against them. and the strengthening and
more effective implementation of existing human righrs
instruments. States have an obligation to create and
maintain adequate measures at the natonal level, in
particular in the fields of educarion, health and social
support, for the promotion and protection of the rights
of persons in vulnerable sectors of their populations and
to ensure the participation of those among them who are
interested in finding a solution to their own probiems.

25. The World Conference on Human Rights af-
firms that extreme poverty and social exclusion constitute
a violation of human dignity and that urgent steps are
necessary to achieve better knowledge of extreme poverty
and its causes. inciuding those related to the problem of
development, in order to promote the human rights of the
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poorest, and to pur an end to extreme poverty and social
exclusion and to promote the enjovment of the fruits of
social progress. [t is essential for States to foster partici-
pation by the poorest peopie in the decision-making
process by the community in which they live, the promo-
non of human rights and efforts to combar extreme
poverty.

26. The World Conference on Human Rights wel-
comes the progress made in the codification of human
rights instruments, which is 2 dvnamic and evolving
process, and urges the universal ratificaton of human
rights treaties. All States are encouraged to accede to these
internarional instrumencs; all States are encouraged to
avoid, as far as possibie, the resort to reservations.

27. Every State should provide an effecrive frame-
work of remedies to redress human rights grievances or
violations. The administration of justice, including law
enforcement and prosecutorial agendies and, especially,
an independent judiciary and legal profession in full
conformity with applicabie standards contained in inter-
national human rights instruments, are essenrial to the
full and non-discriminatory realization of human rights
and indispensabie to the processes of democracy and
sustainabie deveiopment. In this context, insticutions con-
cerned with the administration of justice should be prop-

rly funded, and an increased level of both technical and
financial assistance should be provided by the international
community. It is incumbent upon the Uniced Nations to
make use of special programmes of advisory services on
a priority basis for the achievement of a strong and
independent administration of justice.

28. The World Conference on Human Righes ex-
presses its dismay at massive vioiations of human righrs
especially in the form of genocide, *ethnic cleansing™ and
systematic rape of women in war situations. creating mass
exodus of refugess and displaced persons. While strongly
condemnning such abhorrent practices it reiterates the call
that perpetrators of such crimes be punished and such
practices immediately stopped.

29. The World Conference on Human Rights ex-
presses grave concern about contnuing human rights
violations in all parts of the world in disregard of stand-
ards as conrained in international human rights instru-
ments and international humanitarian law and about the
lack of sufficient and effecrive remedies for the victims.

The World Conference on Human Rights is deeply
concerned about violations of human rights during armed
conflicts, affecting the civilian population. especiaily
women, chiidren. the elderiy and the disabled. The Con-
ference therefore calls upon Scates and ail parties to armed
contlicts strictdy to observe international humanitarian
law, as ser forth in the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and
other rules and principles of international law, as well as

minimum standards for protection of human rights, as
laid down in internanional convendons.

The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms
the right of the victiims to be assisted by humanitarian
organizations, as set forth in the Geneva Conventions of
1949 and other relevant instruments of international
humanitarian law. and calls for the safe and timely access
for such assistance.

30. The World Conference on Human Rights also
expresses its dismay and condemnarion that gross and
systematic violations and situations that constitute seri-
ous obstacles to the full enjoyment of all human rights
dontinue to occur in different parts of the world. Such
violations and obstacles include, as well as torture and
cruel. inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment,
summary and arbitrary executions. disappearances, arbi-
rrary detentions, all forms of racism, racial discrimination
and aparrheid. foreign occupation and alien domination.
xencphobia, poverty, hunger and other denials of eco-
nomic, social and culrural rights, religious intolerance,
rerrorism, discrimination against women and lack of the
ruie of law,

31. The World Conference on Human Rights calls

upon States to refrain from any unilateral measure notin
accordance with internarional law and the Charter of the
United Natons that creates obstacles to trade relations
among States and impedes the full reaiizadon of the
human rights set forth in the Universal Declaraton of
Human Rights and international human rights instru-
ments. in particuiar the rights of everyone to a standard
ot living adequate for their health and weil-being, includ-
ing food and medical care, housing and the necessary
social services. The World Coniference on Human Rights
atfirms that food shouid nor be used as a tool for political
pressure. .
3. The World Conference on Human Rights reat-
firms the importance of ensuring the universality, cbjec-
tivity and non-selectivity of the consideration of human
rights issues.

33. The Worid Conference on Human Rights re-
affirms that States are dury-bound, as stpulated in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Interna-
tionai Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
and in other international human rights inscruments, to
ensure that education is aimed at strengthening the re-
spect of human rights and fundamental freedoms. The
Worid Conference on Human Rights emphasizes the
importance of incorporating the subject of human rights
aducation programmes and calls upon States to do so.
Educarion shouid promote understanding, tolerance.
peace and friendly relations berween the nations and all
racial or refigious groups and encourage the development
of Unired Natons activities in pursuance of these objec-
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tives. Therefore, education on human rights and the
dissemination of proper informaton, both theoretical
and practical, play an important role in the promotdon
and respect of human rights with regard to all individuals
without distincrion of any kind such as race, sex, language
or religion, and this should be integrated in the education
policies at the national as well as international levels, The
World Conference on Human Rights notes that resource
constraints and institutional inadequacies may impede
the immediate realization of these objectives.

34. Increased efforts should be made to assist coun-
tries which so request to create the conditions whereby
each individual can enjoy universal human rights and
fundamental freedoms. Governments, the United Nations
system as well as other multlateral organizations are
urged to increase considerably the resources allocated o
programmes aiming at the establishment and strengthen-
ing of naticnal legislation, national institutions and re-
lated infrastrucrures which uphold the rule of law and
democracy, electoral assistance, human rights awareness
through training. teaching and education, popular par-
ticipation and civii society.

The programmes of advisory services and technical
cooperation under the Centre for Human Rights should
be strengthened as well as made more efficient and trans-
parent and thus become a major contribution to improv-
ing respect for human rights. States are called upon to
increase their contributions to these programmes, boch
through promoting a larger allocation from -the
United Nadons rezular budger. and through volunrary
contributions.

35. The full and effective implementation of
United Nations activities to promote and protect human
rights must reflect the high importance accorded 1o hu-
man rights by the Charter of he United Nations and the
demands of the United Nations human rights activitics,
as mandated by Member States. To this end. Uniced
Nartions human rights activiues should be provided with
increased resources.

‘ 36. The World Conference on Human Rights reaf-
firms the important and conszructive role played by na-
tional insttutions for the promodon and protection of
human rights, in partcular in their advisory capacity to
the competent auchorities, their role in remedying human
rights violations, in the dissemination of human rights
information, and education in human rights.

The World Conference on Human Rights encour-
ages the establishment and strengthening of narional
institutions, having regard to the “Principles relating ro
the status of national institutions™ and recognizing that
itis the right of each State to choose the framework which
is best suited to its particuiar needs at the national jevel.

37. Regional arrangements play a fundamental
role in promoting and protecting human rights. They
should reinforce universal human rights standards, as
contained in international human rights instruments, and
their protection. The World Conference on Human
Rights endorses efforts under way to strengthen these
arrangements and to increase their effectiveness, while ar
the same time stressing the importance of cooperation
with the United Nations human rights activites.

The World Cenference on Human Rights reiterares
the need to consider the possibility of establishing re-
gional and subregional arrangements for the promotion
and protection of human rights where they do notalready
exist.

38. The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
ognizes the important role of non-governmental organi-
zanons in the promotion of all human rights and in
humanitarian activities at nanonal, regional and interna-
tional levels. The World Conference on Human Rights
appreciates their contribution to increasing public aware-
ness of human rights issues, to the conduct of education.
training and research in this field, and 1o the promotion
and protection of all human rights and fundamental
freedoms. While recognizing that the primary respons:-
bility for standard-setting lies with States, the conference
also appreciates the contribution of non-governmental
organizations to this process. In this respect, the World
Conference on Human Rights emphasizes the importance
of conrtinued dialogue and cooperarion between Gov-
ernments and non-governmental organizations. Non-
governmental organizanons and their members genuinely
involved in the field of human rights should enjov the
rights and freedoms recognized in the Universal Declara-
tion of Buman Rights. and the protection of the national
law. These rights and fresdoms may not be exercised
contrary o the purposes and principles of the United
Narions. Non-governmentai organizatons should be free
to carry out their human rights activities, without inter-
ference, within the framework of natonal law and the
Universal Declaraton of Human Rights.

39. Underiining the importance of objective, re-
sponsible and imparual informarion about human rights
and humanicarian issues, the Worid Conference on Hu-
man Rights encourages the increased invoivement of the
media, for whom freedom and protection should be
guaranteed within the framework of narional law,

I

A, Increased coordination on buman rights
within the United Nations svstem

1. The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
ommends increased coordination in support of human
rights and fundamental !reedoms within the United
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Nations system. To this end, the World Conference on
Human Rights urges all United Narions organs. bodies
and the specialized agencies whose acrivities deal with
human rights to cooperate in order to strengthen, ranon-
alize and streamline their activiries, taking into account
the need to avoid unnecessary duplication. The World
Conference on Human Rights also recommends to the
Secretary-General that high-level officials of relevant
United Nations bodies and specialized agencies at their
annual meeting, besides coordinating their activities, also
assess the impact of their strategies and policies on the
enjoyment of all human rights.

2. Furthermore, the World Conference on Human
Rights calls on regional organizations and prominent
international and regional finance and development insti-
waons to assess also the impacrt of their policies and
programmes on the enjoyment of human rights.

3. The World Conference on Human Rights recog-
nizes that relevant specialized agencies and bodies and
institutions of the United Nations svstem as well as other
relevant intergovernmental organizatons whose activi-
ties deal with human rights play a vital role in the
formulation, promotion and implementation of human
rights standards, wichin their respective mandates, and
should rake into account the outcome of the World
Conference on Human Rights within their fields of com-
petence. ‘

4. The World Conference on Human Rights strongly
recommends that a concerted effort be made to encourage
and facilitate the ratification of and accession or succession
to international human rights treaties and protocols
adopted within the framework of the United Nations sys-
tem with the aim of universal acceprance. The Secretary-
General, in consultation with treaty bodies, should consider
opening a dialogue with States not having acceded to
these human rights treaties, in order to identify obstacles
and to seek ways of overcoming them.

5. The World Conference on Human Rights en-
courages States to consider limiting the extent of any
reservations they lodge to internanonal human rights
instruments, formulate any reservations as precisely and
narrowly as possible, ensure that none is incompatible
wich the object and purpose of the relevant treaty and
regularly review any reservations with a view to with-
drawing them.

6. The World Conference on Human Rights, rec-
ognizing the need to maintain consistency with the high
quality of existing international standards and to avoid
proliferation of human rights instruments, reaffirms the
guidelines relating to the elaboration of newinternational
instruments contained in General Assembly resolution
41/120 of 4 December 1986 and calls on the United
Nations human rights bodies, when considering the

elaboration of new internarional standards, to keep those
guidelines in mind. to consult with human rights treaty
bodies on the necessity for drafting new standards and to
request the Secretariat to carry out technical reviews of
proposed new instruments.

7. The World Conterence on Human Rights rec-
ommends that human rights officers be assigned if and
when necessary to regional offices of the United Nations
Organization with the purpose of disseminating informa-
tion and offering training and other technical assistance
in the fleld of human rights upon the request of concerned
Member Stares. Human rights training for international
civil servants who are assigned to work relating to human
rights should be organized.

8. The World Conference on Human Rights wel-
comes the convening of emergency sessions of the Com-
mission on Human Rights as a positive initiative and that
other ways of responding to acute violations of human
rights be considered bv the relevant organs of the
United Nations system.

Resources

9. The World Conference on Human Rights, con-
cerned by the growing disparity berween the acrivities of
the Centre for Human Rights and the human, finandial
and other resources available to carry them out, and
bearing in mind the resources nesded for other important
United Nations programimes, requests the Secretary-
General and the General Assembly ro take immediate
steps to increase substantially the resources for the hu-
man rights programme from within the existing and
future regular budgets of the United Nadons, and to take
urgent steps to seek increased extrabudgerary resources.

10. Wichin this framework, an increased propor-
tion of the regular budget should be allocated directly to
the Centre for Human Rights to cover irs costs and all
other costs borne by the Centre for Human Rights,
including those related to the United Nations human
rights bodies. Voluntary funding of the Centre’s technical
cooperation activities should reinforce this enhanced
budger: the World Conference on Human Rights calls for
generous contributions to the existing trust funds.

11. The World Conference on Human Righss re-
quests the Secretary-General and the General Assembly
to provide sufficient human, financial and other resources

to the Centre for Human Rights to enable it effectively,

efficiently and expeditiously to carry out its activities.
12. The Werld Conference on Human Rights, not-
ing the need to ensure that human and financial resources
are availabie to carry out the human rights acrivities, as
mandated by intergovernmental bodies. urges the Secrezary-
General. in accordance with Article 101 of the Charter of
the United Nations, and Member States to adopt a coher-
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ent approach aimed at securing that resources commen-
surate to the increased mandates are allocated to the
Secretariat. The World Conference on Human Rights
invites the Secretary-General to consider whether adjust-
ments to procedures in the programme budget cycle
would be necessary or helpful to ensure the nmely and
effective implementation of human rights acrivities as
mandated by Member Stares.

Centre for Human Rights

N

13. The World Conference on Human Rights
stresses the importance of strengthening the United
Nations Centre for Human Righrs.

14, The Centre for Human Rights should play an
important role in coordinating system-wide attention for
human rights. The focal role of the Centre can best be
realized if it is enabled to cooperate fully with other
United Nations bodies and organs. The coordinanng role
of the Centre for Human Rights also implies that the
office of the Centre for Human Righrs in New York 1s
strengthened.

15. The Centre for Human Rights should be as-
sured adequate means for the system of thematic and
country rapporteurs, experts, working groups and treaty
bodies. Follow-up on recommendations should become
a priority matter for consideration by the Commission on
Human Rights.

16. The Centre for Human Rights should assume
a larger role in the promotion of human rights. This role
could be given shape through cooperation with Member
Seates and by an enhanced programme of advisory serv-
ices and technical assistance. The existing voluntary funds
will have to be expanded substantially tor these purposes
and should be managed in a more efficient and coordi-
nated way. All activines should follow strict and trans-
parent project management rules and regular programme
and project evaluations should be held periodically. To
this end. the results of such evaluation exercises and other
relevant information should be made availabie reguiariy.
The Centre should, in particular, organize at least once a
vear information meetings open to all Member States.and
organizations directly involved in these projects and pro-
grammes.

Adaptation and strengthening of the United Nations
machinery for buman rights, inciuding the question
of the establishment of a United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights

17. The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
ognizes the necessity for a connnuing adaptanon of the
Unired Nations human rights machineryv to the current
and future needs in the promotion and protection of
human rights, as reflected in the present Declaranion and

within the framework of a balanced and sustainable
development for all people. In particular, the United
Nations human rights organs should improve their coor-
dinaton, efficiency and effectiveness.

18. The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
ommends to the General Assembly that when examining
the report of the Conference at its forry-eighth session. it
begin, as a matter of priority, consideranon of the ques-
tion of the establishment of a High Commissioner for
Human Rights for the promotion and protection of all
human rights.

B. Equality, dignity and tolerance

1. Racism, racial discrimination, xenophobiz and
other forms of intolerance

19. The World Conference on Human Rights con-
siders the elimination of racism and racial discrimination,
in particular in their institutionalized forms such as apart-
heid or resulting from doctrines of racial superonty of
exciusivity or contemporary forms and manifessanons of
racism. as a primary objective for the international com-
munity and a worldwide promotion programme in the
field of human rights. United Nartions organs and agen-
cies should strengthen their efforts to implement such a
programme of action related to the third decade to com-
bat racism and racial discrimination as well as subsequent
mandates to the same end. The World Conference on
Human Rights strongly appeals to the international com-
munity to contribute generously to the Trust Fund for the
Programme tor the Decade for Action ro Combat Racism
and Racial Discriminanon.

20. The World Conference on Human Rights urges
2l Governments to take immediate measures and to
develop strong policies to prevent and combat ail forms
and manifestarions of racism. xenophobia or refated intol-
erance., where necessary bv enactment of appropriate legis-
lation, including penal measures, and by the establishment
of national institutions to combat such phenomena.

21. The World Conference on FHuman Rights wel-
comes the decision of the Commission on Human Rights
to appoint a Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms
of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related
intolerance. The World Conference on Human Rights
aiso appeais to all States parties to the Internanonal
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination to consider making the declaranon under
article 14 of the Convennon.

22. The World Conference on Human Righes calls
upon all Governments to take all appropriate measures
in compliance with their internauonal obliganons and
with due regard to their respective legal systems to
counter intolerance and rejated vioience based on religion
or belicf, inciuding practices of discriminaton agamnst
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women and including the desecration of religious sites,
recognizing thar every individual has the right to freedom
of thought, conscience, expression and religion. The Con-
ference also invites all States to put into practice the
provisions of the Declaration on the Elimination of All
Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on
Religion or Belief.

23. The World Conference on Human Rights
stresses that all persons who perpetrate or authorize
criminal acts associated with ethnic cleansing are indi-
vidually responsible and accountable for such human
rights violations, and that the internagonai community
should exert every effortto bring those legally responsible
for such violations to justice.

24. The World Conference on Human Rights calls
onall States to take immediate measures. individ ually and
collectively, to combat the practice of ethnic cleansing ro
bring it quickly to an end. Victims of the abhorrent
practice of ethnic cleansing are enricled to appropriare
and effective remedies.

2. Persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious
and linguistic minoritics

25. The World Conference on Fuman Rights calls
on the Commission on Human Rights to examine wavs
and means to promote and protect effectively the rights
of persons belonging to minorities as set out in the
Declaration on the Rights of Persons belonging to Na-
tional or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities. In
this context, the World Conference on Human Rights
calls upon the Centre for Human Rights to provide, at
the request of Governments concerned and as part of its
programme of advisory services and rechnical assistance,
qualified expernise on minority issues and human rights,
as well as on the prevennon and resolution of disputes,
to assist in existing or potental sicuations in volving mi-
norities.

26. The World Conference on Human Rights urges
States and the internanonal community (o0 promote and
protect the rights of persons belonging to natonal or
ethnic, religious and linguistic minarities in accordance
with the Declararion on the Rights of Persons belonging
to National or Ethnic, Refigious and Linguistic Minori-
Tes.

27. Measures to be taken, where appropriate,
should include faciiitation of their fuil parricipation in all
aspects of the political. economic, social, refigious and
cultural life of society and in the economic progress and
development in their country.

Indigenous peopie

28. The World Conference on Human Rights calls
on the Working Group on Indigenous Populations of the

Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities to complete the drafting of a
declaration on the rights of indigenous people at its
eleventh session.

29. The World Conterence on Human Rights rec-
ommends that the Comrussion on Human Rights con-
sider the renewal and updating of the mandare of the
Working Group on Indigenous Populations upon com-
pletion of the drafting of a declaration on the rights of
indigenous people.

30. The World Conference on Human Rights also
recommends that advisorv services and technical assist-
ance programmes within the United Nations svstem re-
spond positively to requests by States tor assistance which
would be of direct benefit to indigenous peopie. The
World Conference on Human Rights further recom-
mends that adequate human and financial resources be
made available to the Centre tor Human Rights within
the overall framework of strengthenmg the Cenrre's ac-
tivities as envisaged by this Jocument.

31. The World Conference on Human Rights urges
Stares to ensure the full and tree participation of indige-
nous people in all aspects of society, in particular in
matters of concern to them.

32. The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
omimends thar the General Assembly proclaim an inter-
national decade of the world's indigenous people, to
begin from january 1994, inciuding action-orientated
programmes, to be decided upon in partnership with
digenous people. An appropriate voluntary trust fund
should be ser up for this purpose. [n the framework of
such a decade, the estabiishment of a permanent forum
for indigenous people in the United Nations system
should be considered.

Migrant workers

33. The World Conference on Human Rights urges
all Stares to guarantee the protection of the human rights
of all migrant workers and their familjes.

34. The World Conference on Human Rights con-
siders that the creation of condidons to foscer grearer
harmony and tolerance berwesn migrant workers and the
rest of the society of the State in which they reside is of
partcular importance.

35. The World Conrerence on Human Rights -
vites States to consider the possibility of signing and
ratifving, at the earliest possibie time, the international
Convention on the Rights of All Migrant Workers and
Members of Their Famiijes.

3. The equal status and human rights of women

36. The World Conference on Human Rights urges
the fuil and equal enjovment by women of ail human

W
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rights and that this be a priority for Governments and for
the United Nations. The World Conference on Human
Rights also underlines the importance of the integration
and full participation of women as both agents and
beneficiaries in the development process, and reiterates
the objectives estabiished on global action for women
towards sustainabie and equitable development set forch
in the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development
and chaprer 24 of Agenda 21, adopted by the United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development
{Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 3-14 June 1992,

37. The equal status of women and the human
rights of women should be integrated into the mainstream
of United Nations system-wide activity. These issues
should be regularly and systematically addressed
throughout relevant United Nations bodies and mecha-
nisms. In particular, steps should be raken to increase
cooperanon and premote further integration of objec-
rives and goals berween the Commission on the Status of
Women. the Commission on Fluman Rights, the Com-
mittee for the Elimination of Discriminarion againse
Women. the United Nations Development Fund for
Women, the United Nations Development Programme
and other United Narions agencies. In this contexr, coop-
erationand coordination should be strengrhened berwee
the Centre for Human Rights and the Division for the
Advancement of Women.

38. In particular, the World Conference on Fluman
Rights stresses the importance of w rking rowards the
elimination of violence against women in public and
private life, the elimination of all forms of sexual harass-
ment. exploiration and trafficking in women. the elim-
nation of gender bias in the administration of justice and
the eradication of any conflicts which may arise berween
the rights of women and the harmful effects of certain
traditional or customary practices. cultural prejudices
and religious extremism. The World Conterence on Fu-
man Rights calls upon the General Assembly to adopt the
draft declaration on violence against women and urges
States to combar violence against women in accordance
with its provisions. Violanons of the human rights of
women in situatons of armed contlict are violations of
the fundamental principles of international human rights
and humanitarian faw, All violations ot this kind. inciud-
ing in particular murder, systematic rape. sexual slavery,
and forced pregnancy, require a particularly effective
response.

39. The World Conference on Human Rights urges
the eradication of all forms of discrimination against
women. both hidden and overt, The United Nations
should encourage the goal of universai rarification by ail
Scates of the Convennon on the Eliminacion ot All Forms
ot Discrimination against Women by the vear 2000, Wavs

and means of addressing the particularly large number of
reservations to the Convention should be encouraged.
Inter alia, the Committee on the Eliminaton of Discrimi-
nation against Women should continue its review of
reservanons to the Convention, States are urged to with-
draw reservations that are contrary to the object and
purpose of the Convention or which are otherwise incom-
patible with international treaty law.

40. Treaty monitoring bodies should disseminate
necessary information to enable women to make more
effective use of existing implementation procedures in
their pursuits of full and ecual enjoyment of human rights
and non-discrimination. New procedures should also be
adopted to strengthen implementanon of the commit-
ment ro women's equaiity and the human righrs of
women. The Commission on the Status of Women and
the Commirtee on the Zimination of Diseriminartion
agamst Women should guickly examine the possibility of
wtroducing the right of petition through the preparation
of an optional protocol 20 the Convention on the Elimi-
nation of All Forms of Discrimination aganst Women.
The World Conference ¢nn Human Rights welcomes the
decision of the Commission on Fluman Rights to consider
the appowntment of a speal rapporteur on violence
against women at its fifhiz:n session.

41. The World Corierence on Human Rights ree-
ognizes the importance of the enjoyment by women of
the highest standard o phvsical and menrtal health
throughourt their life spar. in the context of the World
Conference on Women and the Convention on the Eiimi-
nation of All Forms of Discriminartion against Women,
as well as the Prociamaticn of Tehran of 1968, the World
Conference on Human R:ghrs reaffirms, on the basis of
equality berween women and men, a woman's right to
accessible and adequate heaith care and the widest range
of family planning serviczs. as well as equal access to
education at all levels.

42. Treaty monitering bodies should include the
status of women and the human rights of women in their
deliberations and findings. making use of gender-specific
dara. Stares should be encouraged to supply information
on the situanon ot women dJe jure and de facto in their
reports (o treaty momrorning bodies. The World Conrer-
ence on Human Rights notes with satisfaction that the
Comumission on Human Rights adopred at its forey-ninth
session resolution 1993/44 of 8 March 1993 stating that
rapporteurs and working zroups in the field of human
rights shouid also be encouraged to do so. Steps should
also be taken by the Division for the Advancement of
Women in cooperanion with other United Nations bod-
ies, specificaily the Centrz for Human Rights, to ensure
that the human rights acavities of the United Nations
reguiarly address violanions of women's human rights.
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including gender-specific abuses. Training for United
Nations human rights and humanitarian refjef personnel
to assist them to recognize and deal with human rights
abuses particular to women and to carry out their work
without gender bias should be encouraged.

43. The Worid Conference on Human Rights urges
Governments and regional and international organiza-
tions to facilitate the access of women to decision-making
posts and their greater participation in the decision-
making process. It encourages further steps within the
United Nations Secretariat to appoint and promorte
women staff members in accordance with the Charter of
the United Nations, and encourages other principal and
subsidiary organs of the United Nations to guarantee the
participation of women under conditions of equaiiry.

44. The World Conference on Human Rights wel-
comes the World Conference on Women to be held in
Beijing in 1995 and urges that human rights of women
should play an important role in its defiberations. in
accordance with the priority themes of the World Con-
ference on Women of equality, development and peace.

4. The rights of the chiid

45. The World Conference on Human Rights reit-
erates the principle of “First Call for Children™ and. in
this respect, underfines the importance of major national
and inrernational efforts, especially those of the
Unired Nations Children's Fund. for promorting respect
for the rights of the child to survival, protection. devel-
opment and participation.

46. Measures should be taken to achieve universal
ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
by 1995 and the universal signing of the World Declara-
tnon on the Survival, Protection and Development of
Chiidren and Plan of Action adopted by the World
Summit for Children, as well as their effective implemen-
tation. The World Conterence on Human Rights urges
Stares to withdraw reservanons to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child contrary to the object and purpose of
the Convention or otherwise contrary 1o international
treaty law.

47. The World Conference on Human Rights urges
all nations to undertake measures to the maximum exrent
of their available resources, with the support of interna-
tonal cooperation, to achieve the goals in the World
Summit Plan of Action. The Conference calls on States to
integrate the Convention on the Rights of the Chiid into
their national action plans. By means of these nadonal
action plans and through international efforts, particular
priority shouid be placed on reducing infant and maternal
mortaiity rates, reducing malnutrition and iiliceracy rates
and providing access to safe drinking water and to basic
educarion. Whenever so called for, national plans of

action should be devised to combat devastating emergen-
cies resuiting from natural disasters and armed conflicts
and the equally grave probiem of children in extreme
poverty.

48. The World Confersnce on Human Rights urges
all States, with the supporrt of international cooperation.
to address the acute probiem of children under especially
ditficule circumstances. Exploitation and abuse of chii-
dren should be actively combared. inciuding by address-
ing their root causes. Effective measures are required
against female infanticide, harmful child labour, sale of
chiidren 4nd organs, child prosticution, child pornogra-
phy. as well as other forms of sexual abuse.

45. The World Conference on Human Rights sup-
ports all measures by the United Nations and its speciai-
ized agencies to ensure the effective protection and
promorion of human rights of the girl child. The World
Conference on Human Rights urges Scates to repeal
existing laws and reguiations and remove customs and
practices which discriminate against and cause harm to
the girl child.

50. The World Conference on Human Rights
strongly supports the proposal that the Secretary-Generai
initiate a study into means of improving the protection of
children in armed conflicts. Humanitarian norms shouid
be implemented and measures taken in order to protect
and facilitare assistance to chiidren in war zones. Meas-
ures should inciude protection for children against in-
discriminare use of all weapons of war, especially
anti-personnel mines. The need for afrercare and reha-
bilitation of children traumacized bv war must be ad-
dressed urgentlyv. The Conference calls on the
Commuittee on the Rights of the Chiid to study the
guestion of raising the minimum age of recruitment into
armed torces.

51. The World Conrerence on Human Rights rec-
ommends that martters refating to human rights and the
situation of chiidren be regularly reviewed and mon;-
tored by all relevant organs and mechanisms of the
United Narions systein and by the supervisory bodies ot
the specialized agencies in accordance wich their man-
dates.

52, The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
ognizes the important roie piaved by non-governmental
organizations in the effective implementation of all hu-
man rights instruments and, in particular, the Convenrion
on the Rights of the Child.

$3. The World Conrerence on Human Rights rec-
ommends that the Commirtee on the Rights of the Child.
with the assistance of the Centre for Human Rights, be
enabled expedinousiv and erfectively 1o meet its mandate.
especiaily in view of the unprecadenced extent of ratifica-
aon and subsequent submission of country reports.
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5. Freedom from torture

54. The World Conference on Human Rights wel-
comes the ratification by many Member Scates of the
Conventon against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and encourages
its speedy ratification by all other Member Startes.

55. The World Conference on Human Rights em-
phasizes that one of the most atrocious viclations against
human dignity is the act of torture, the result of which
destroys the dignity and impairs the capability of victims
to continue their lives and their activides.

56. The World Conference on Human Rights reaf-
firms that under human rights law and international
humanitarian law, freedom from torture is a right which
must be protected under all circumstances, including in
times of internal or international disturbance or armed
con flicts.

57. The World Conference on Human Rights
therefore urges all States to pur an immediate end o the
practice of torrure and eradicate this evil forever through
full implementation of the Universal Declaranion of Hu-
man Rights as well as the refevant conventions and, where

necessary, strengthening of existing mechanisms. The |

World Conference on Human Rights calls on all Scates to
cooperate fully with the Special Rapporteur on the ques-
tion of torture in the fulfiiment of his mandarte.

58. Special attennon should be given to ensure
universal respect for, and effective implementcation of, the
Principles of Medical Ethics relevant to the Role of Health
Personnel, particularly Phvsicians. in the Procecrion of
Prisoners and Detainess against Torture and other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nartions.

59. The World Conference on Human Rights
stresses the importance of further concrete action within
the framework of the United Nations with the view to
providing assistance to victims of torture and ensure more
effective remedies for their physical, psychological and
social rehabilitation. Providing the necessary resources
for this purpose should be given high priority, inter aiia,
by additonal contributions to the United Nations Voiun-
tary Fund for the Vicams of Torture.

60. States should abrogare legislation leading to
impunity for those responsible for grave violations of
human rights such as rerture and prosecute such viola-
tions, thereby providing a firm basis for the ruie of law.

61. The World Conference on Human Rights reai-
firms that efforts to eradicate torture should, first and
foremost, be concentrared on prevention and, thérefore,
calls for the early adoption of an optional protocol to the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman
and Degrading Trearment or Punishment. which is in-

tended to estabiish a preventive system of regular visits to
places of detention.

Enforced disappeararnces

62. The World Conference on Human Rights, wel-
coming the adoption by the General Assembly of the
Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from En-
forced Disappearance, calls upon all States to take effec-
tive legislative, administrative, judicial or other measures
to prevent, terminate and punish acts of enforced disap-
pearances. The World Conference on Human Rights
reaffirms that it is the dutry of all States, under any
circumstances, to make investigatdons whenever there is
reason to believe that an enforced disappearance has
taken place on a tecritory under their jurisdicrion and, if
allegations are confirmed. to prosecute its perpetrators.

6. The rights of the disabled person

63. The World Conference on Human Rights reaf-
firms that all human righrts and fundamental freedoms are
universai and thus unreservedly include persons with
disabilities. Every person is born equal and has the same
rights to life and welfare, educarion and work, living
independently and active participation in all aspects of
society. Any direct discrimination or other negative dis-
criminatory treatment of a disabied person is therefore a
violation of his or her rights. The World Conference on
Human Rights calls on Governments, where necessary,
to adopt or adjust legislation to assure access to these and
other rights for disabled persons.

64. The piace of disabled persons is evervwhere.

ersons with disabilities shouid be guaranteed equal op-
portunity through the elimination of all socally deter-
mined barriers. be they physical, finandial, social or
psychologieal, which exclude or restrict full participation
in soclery.

65. Recalling the World Programme of Action con-
cerning Disabled Persons, adopted by the General Assem-
bly atits thirty-seventh session. the World Conference on
Human Rights calls upon the General Assembiv and the
Economic and Social Council to adopt the draft standard
ruies on the equalization of opportwnities for persons
with disabilities. at their meetings in 1993.

C. Cooperation, development and strengthening
of buman rights

66. The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
ommends that prierity be given to national and interna-
tionaj action to promote democracy, development and
human rights.

87. Special emphasis should be given to measures
to assist in the strengrhening and building of institutions
refating to human rights, strengthening of a piuraiistc
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civil society and the protection of groups which have been
rendered vuinerabie. in this context, assistance provided
upon the request of Governments for the conduct of free
and fair elections. including assistance in the human
rights aspects of elections and public information about
elections. is of particuiar importance. Equally important
is the assistance to be given to the strengthening of the
rule of law, the promodon of freedom of expression and
the administration of justice, and to the real and effective
participation of the people in the decision-making pro-
cesses.

68. The World Conference on Human Rights
stresses the need for the implementation of strengthened
advisory services and technical assistance activities by the

entre for Human Rights. The Centre should make avail-
able to States upon request assistance on specific human
rights issues. including the preparation of reports under
human rights treaties as well as for the implementaton
of coherent and comprehensive plans of action for the
promortion and protection of human rights. Strengthening
the institutions of human rights and democracy, the legal
protection of human rights, training of officials and
others, broad-based sducation and public information
aimed at promoting respect for human rights should all
be available as components of these programmes.

69. Tne World Conference on Human Righes
strongly recommends that a comprehensive programme
be established within the United Nations in order to help
States in the task of buiiding and strengthening adequare
nadonal structures which have a direct impact on the
overall observance of human rights and the maintenance
of the rule of law. Such a programme, to be coordinared
by the Centre for Human Rights, should be able to
provide, upon the recuest of the interested Government.
technical and financai assistance to national projects in
reforming penal and correctional estabiishments, educa-
tion and training of lawvers, judges and security forces in
human rights, and any ocher sphere of activity relevant
to the good funcrioning of the rule of law. That pro-
gramme should make available to States assistance for the
implementation of pians of action for the promotion and
protection ot human rights.

70. The World Conference on Human Rights re-
quests the Secretarv-General of the United Natons to
submit proposals to the United Nations General Assem-
biy, containing alternatives for the establishment, struc-
ture, operational modaiities and funding of the proposed
programme.

71. The Worid Conference on Human Righes rec-

_ommends that each Seate consider the desirability of
drawing up a natonal actien plan identifying steps
whereby that State wouid improve the promotion and
protection of human rignts.

72. The World Conference on Human Rights reaf-
firms that the universal and inalienable right to develop-
ment, as established in the Declaration on the Right to
Development, must be implemented and realized. In this
context, the World Conference on Human Rights wel-
comes the appointment by the Commission on Human
Rights of a thematic working group on the right to
development and urges that the Working Group, in con-
sultation and cooperation with other organs and agencies
of the. United Natons system, promptly formulate, for
early consideration by the United Nations General As-
sembly, comprehensive and effective measures to elimi-
nate obstacles to the implementadon and realizadon of
the Declaration on the Right to Development and recom-
mending ways and means towards the realization of the
right to development by all Scates.

3. The World Conference on Human Righrs rec-
ommends that non-governmental and other grass-roots
organizations active in development and/or human rights
should be enabied to play a major role on the nadonal
and international levels in the debate, activities and im-
plementation relating to the right to development and, in
cooperation with Governments, in all relevant aspects of
development cooperation.

74. The World Conference on Human Rights ap-

peals to Governments, competent agencies and institu-
tions to increase considerably the resources devoted to
buiiding well-functioning legal systems able to protect
human righrts, and to national institutions working in this
area. Actors in the field of development cocperation
should bear in mind the murually reinforcing interrela-
tionship between development, democracy and human
rights. Cooperanon should be based on dialogue and
transparency. The World Conference on Human Rights
also cails for the establishment of comprehensive pro-
grammes, including resource banks of information and
personnel with expertise relating to the strengthening of
the ruie of law and of democratic institutions.
5. The World Conference on Human Rights en-
courages the Commission on Human Rights, in coopera-
tion with the Committee on Economic, Sociai and
Culrural Rights, to continue the examination of optional
protocols to the International Covenant on Economic.
Souiai and Culrural Rights.

76. The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
ommends that more resources be made available for the
strengthening or the establishment of regional arrange-
ments for the promotion and protection of human rights
under the programmes of advisory services and technical
assistance of the Centre for Human Rights. States are
encouraged to request assistance for such purposes as
regional and subregional workshops, seminars and infor-
mation exchanges designed to strengthen regional ar-
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rangements for the promotion and protection of human
rights in accord with universal human rights standards as
contained in international hurnan rights instruments.

77. The World Conference on Human Rights sup-
ports all measures by the United Nations and its relevant
specialized agencies to ensure the effective promotion and
protection of trade union rights, as spulared in the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Culrural
v Rights and other relevant international instruments. It
calls on all States to abide fully by their obligations in this
regard contained in international instruments.

D. Human rights education

78. The World Conference on Human Rights con-
siders human rights education, training and public infor-
marion essental for the promodon and achievement of
stable and harmonious relations among communities and
for fostering mutual understanding, tolerance and peace.

79. States should swrive to eradicate illiteracy and
should direct education rowards the full development of
the human personality and to the strengthening of respect
for human rights and fundamental freedoms. The World
Conference on Human Rights calls on all States and
institutions to include human rights, humanicarian law,
democracy and rule of law as subjects in the curricula of
all learning institutions in formal and non-formal set-
tings.

80. Human rights education should include peace,
democracy, development and social justice, as set forth in
internatonal and regional human rights instruments. in
order to achieve common understanding and awareness
with a view to strengthening universal commitment to
human rights.

81. Taking into account the World Plan of Action
on Education’ for Fuman Rights and Democracy,
adopted in March 1993 by the International Congress on
Fducaton for Human Rights and Democracy of the
United Narions Educational, Scientific and Culrural Or-
ganization, and other human rights instruments, the
World Conference on Human Rights recommends that
States deveiop specific programmes and strategies for
ensuring the widest human rights education and the
dissemination of pubiic information, taking particular
account of the human rights needs of women.

82. Governments, with the assistance of intergov-
ernmental organizations. national institutions and non-
governmental organizarions, should promote an
increased awareness of human rights and mutual toler-
ance. The World Conference on Human Rights under-
lines the importance of strengthening the World Pubiic
Information Campaign for Human Rights carried out by
the United Nadons. Thev shouid initiate and support
education in human rights and undertake effective dis-

seminaton of public informaton in this field. The advi-
sory services and technical assistance programmes of the
United Nations systemn should be able to respond imme-
diately to requests from States for educational and train-
ing activities in the field of human rights as well as for
special education concerming standards as contained in
international human rights instruments and in humani-
tarian law and their applicanion to special groups such as
military forces, law enforcement personnel, policeand the
health profession. The proclamanon of a United Nations
decade for human rights education in order to promote,
encourage and focus these educational activities should
be considered. =

E. Iptpiementation and monitoring methods

83. The World Conference on Fluman Rights urges
Governments to incorporate standards as contained in
wnternanonal human rights instruments in domestic leg-
islation and to strengthen national structures, institutions
and organs of sociery which piay a role in promoting and
safeguarding human rights.

84. The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
ommends the sirengthening of United Nations activities
and programmes to meet requests for assiszance by States
which want to establish or strengthen their own nadonal
institutions for the promotion and protection of human
rights.

85. The World Conference on Human Righrts also
encourages the strengthening of cooperation berween
nanonal institutions for the promotion and protection of
human rights. parsiculariy through exchanges of informa-
rion and experience. as well as cooperation with regional
organizations and the United Nations.

86. The World Conference on Human Rights
strongly recommends in this regard that representatives
of national institutions for the promotion and protection
of human rights convene periodic meenngs under the
auspices of the Centre for Human Rights to examine ways
and means of improving their mechanisms and sharing
eXperiences.

7. The Worid Conference on Human Rights rec-
ommends to the human rights wreaty bodies, to the meet-
ings of chairpersons of the treaty bodies and to the
meetings of States parties that they contnue to take steps
aumed ar coordinatng the mulitiple reporting require-
ments and guidelines for preparing State reports under
the respective human rights conventions and study the
suggestion that the submission of one overail report on
treaty obiigations undertaken by each State wouid make
these procedurss more effecrive and increase their impact.

88. The World Conference on Human Rights recom-
mends that the States parties t0 international human rights
instruments, the General Assembiv and the Economic and
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Social Council should consider studying the existing
human rights treaty bodies and the various thematic
mechanisms and procedures with a view to promoring
greater efficiency and effectiveness through better coordi-
naton of the various bodies, mechanisms and procedures,
taking into account the need to avoid unnecessary duplica-
tion and overlapping of their mandates and tasks.

89. The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
ommends continued work on the improvement of the
functioning, including the monitoring tasks, of the treatv
bodies, taking into account multiple proposals made in
this respect, in pardcular those made by the treaty bodies
themselves and by the meetings of the chairpersons of the
treaty bodies. The comprehensive national approach
taken by the Committes on the Rights of the Child should
also be encouraged. :

90. The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
ommends that States parties to human rights treaties
consider aczepting all the available optional communica-
tion procedures.

91. The World Conference on Human Rights views
with concern the issue of impunity of perpetrators of
human rights violations, and supports the efforts of the
Commission on Human Rights and the Sub-Commission
on Preventon of Discrimination and Protection of Mi-
norities to examine all aspects of the issue.

92. The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
ommends that the Commission on Human Rights exam-
ine the possibility for better implementadon of existing
human rights instruments at the internanonal and re-
gional levels and encourages the Internadonal Law Com-
mission to continue its work on an international criminal
court.

93. The World Conference on Human Rights ap-
peals to States which have not vet done 50 to accede to
the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and the
Protocois thereto, and to take all appropriate national
measures. inciuding legisiative ones, for their full imple-
mentanon.

94. The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
ommends the speedy completion and adoption of the
draft deciaration on the right and responsibility of indi-
viduals, groups and organs of society to promote and
protect universally recognized human rights and funda-
mental freedoms.

95. Tne World Conference on Human Rights un-
derlines the importance of preserving and strengthening
the system of special procedures, rapporteurs, repre-
sentatives., experts and working groups of the Commis-
sion on Human Rights and the Sub-Commission on the
Prevennon of Discrimination and Protection of Minori-
ties. in order to enable them to carry out their mandates
in all countries throughout the world, providing them

with the necessary human and finandial resources. The
procedures and mechanisms should be enabled 1o harmo-
nize and rationalize their work through periodic meet-
ings. All States are asked to cooperate fully with these
procedures and mechanisms.

96. The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
ommends that the United Nations assume a more acnive
role in the promonon and protection of human rights in
ensuring full respect for internadonal humanitagian law in all
situations of armed conflict. in accordance with the purposes
and principles of the Charter of the United Nations.

97. The World Conference on Human Rights, rec-
ognizing the important role of human rights components
in specific arrangements concerning some peace-kesping
operanons by the United Narions. recommends that the
Secretary-General take into account the reporting, expe-
rience and capabilities of the Centre for Human Rights
and human rights mechanisms. in conformity with the
Charter of the United Narions.

98. To strengrhen the enjoyment of economic, so-
cial and cultural rights. additional approaches should be
examined, such as a system of indicators to measure
progress in the realization of the rights set forth in the
Internanional Covenant on Economic. Soctal and Culrural
Rights. There must be a concerted etffort to ensure recog-
nition of economic. social and cuitural rights at the
national. regional and international leveis.

F. Follow-up to the Worid Conference
on Human Rights

99. The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
ommends that the General Assembly, the Commission on
Human Rights and crther organs and agenaes of the
United Nacions system related to human rights consider
ways and means for the full impiementaton. without
delay, of the recommendations contained in the present
Declaration. including the possibility of prociaiming a-
United Nations decade for human nights. The World
Conference on Human Rights further recommends that
the Commission on Human Rights annuaily review the
progress towards this end.

100. The World Conference on Human Rights re-
quests the Secretary-General of the United Natons to
invite on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights all Startes, ail
organs and agencies of the United Nations svstem related
to human rights, to report to him on the progress made
in the implementartion of the present Declaration and to
submit a report to the General Assembiy at its fifty-third
session, through the Commission on Human Rights and
the Economic and Social Coundil. Likewise, regionai and.
asappropriate. nationai human rights instirutions. as weil
as non-governmentai organizations, may present their
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Social Council should consider studying the existing
human rights treaty bodies and the various themaue
mechanisms and procedures with a view to promoung
greater efficiency and effectiveness through betrer coordi-
nation of the various bodies, mechanisms and procedures,
taking into account the need to avoid unnecessary duplica-
tion and overlapping of their mandates and tasks.

89. The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
ommends continued work on the improvement of the
functioning, including the monitoring tasks. of the treaty
bodies, taking into account multiple proposals made in
this respect, in particular those made by the treaty bodies
themselves and by the meetings of the chairpersons of the
treaty bodies. The comprehensive national approach
taken by the Committee on the Rights of the Child should
also be encouraged.

90. The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
ommends that States parties to human rights treaties
consider accepting all the available optional communica-
tion procedures.

91. The World Conference on Hluman Rights views
with concern the issue of impunity of perpetrators of
human rights violations. and supports the efforts of the
Commission on Human Rights and the Sub-Commission
on Preventon of Discrimination and Protection of Mi-
norities to examine all aspects of the issue.

92. The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
ommends that the Commission on Human Rights exam-
ine the possibility for better implementanon of existing
human rights instruments at the international and ce.
gional leveis and encourages the International Law Com-
mission to continue its work on an international criminal
court.

93. The World Conference on Human Rights ap-
peals to States which have not vet done 5o to accede to
the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and the
Protocois thereto, and to take all appropriate national
measures. including legislative ones. for their full tmiple-
mentanon.

94. The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
ommends the speedy completion and adoprtion of the
draft deciaration on the right and responsibifity of indi-
viduals, groups and organs of society to promote and
protect universally recognized human rights and funda-
mental freedoms. '

95. The World Conference on Human Rights un-
derlines the importance of preserving and strengthening
the system of special procedures, rapporteurs, repre-
sentatives. experts and working groups of the Commis-
sion on Human Rights and the Sub-Comnussion on the
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minori-
ties, in order to enable them to carry out their mandares
in all countries throughout the world, providing them
views to the Secretary-General on the progress made in
the impiementation of the present Deciaration. Speciai
attention should be paid to assessing the progress towards

with the necessary human and financial resources. The
procedures and mechanisms should be enabled to harmo-
nize and rationalize their work through periodic meet-
ings. All States are asked to cooperate fully with these
procedures and mechanisms.

96. The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
ommends that the United Nations assume a more active
role in the promonion and protection of human rights in
ensuring full respect for international humanitarian law in all
situations ot armed contlict. in accordance with the purposes
and principles of the Charter of the United Nations.

97. The World Conference on Human Rights, rec-
ognizing the important role of human righes components
it specitic arrangements concerning some peace-keeping
operations by the United Natons, recommends that the
Secretary-General take mnto account the reporting, expe-
rience and capabilities of the Centre for Human Rights
and human rights mechanisms. in conformity with the
Charter of the United Nanons.

98. To strengthen the enjoviment of economic. so-
cial and cultural rights, additional approaches should be
examined, such as a svstem of indicators to measure
progress in the realization of the rights set forth in the
Internanional Covenant on Economue, Social and Culrucal
Rights. There must be a concerted effort to ensure recog-
nition of economic. social and cultural rights ar the
national, regional and international levels.

F. Follow-up to the Worid Conference
on Human Rights

99. The World Conference on Human Rights rec-
ommends that the General Assembly, the Commission on
Human Rights and other organs and agencies of the
United Nations system related to human rights consider

" wavs and means for the full impiementation. withour

delay, of the recommendations contained in the present
Declaration. including the possibilitv of prociaiming a
United Nadons decade for human rights. The World
Conference on Human Rights further recommends thac
the Commuission on Human Rights annuailv review the
progress towards this end.

100. The World Conference on Human Rights re-
quests the Secretary-General of the United Nadons to
invite on the occasion of the fifrieth anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights all States, all
organs and agencies of the United Nations system related
to human rights, to report to him on the progress made
m the implemencation of the present Declaration and co
submit a report to the General Assembiy at its fifty-third
session, through the Commission on Human Rights and
the Economic and Social Council. Likewise, regional and,
asappropriate, national human rights institutions. as well
ds non-governmental organizations, mav present their
the goal of universal ratification of international human
rights treaties and protocols adopted within the frame-
work of the United Natons svstem.



