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Karpachova to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe: Ukraine needs support of the Council of Europe

12 October 2012, UNIAN, http://www.unian.net/news/529641-karpacheva-rasskazala-genseku-se-chto-ukraina-nujdaetsya-v-podderjke-soveta-evropyi.html
On October 10, 2012 there was a meeting of the Council of Europe Secretary General with the member of the Board of the European Ombudsman Institute Nina Karpachova, which lasted for about an hour.

At the beginning of the conversation Thorbjørn Jagland mentioned that he was interested to hear an objective position and to exchange views with the person with a fruitful experience of an Ombudsman, whose many views he shared. During the meeting, the Secretary General of the Council of Europe noted a strong cooperation with the Government of Ukraine in the framework of the programme of reforms. However, as he said, there is, unfortunately, a lack of the independent institutions and the real separation of powers in today's Ukraine. During the meeting, there was discussed a number of problematic issues, in particular the lack of an independent judiciary and access to fair justice as envisaged in Article 6 of the European Convention on Human Rights. It was noted that the failure to implement court decisions in Ukraine, both national (33%), and the European Court of Human Rights (more than 90% are not fully implemented) remains among the acute systemic problems, which should be solved with the help of the two pilot judgments of the European Court of Human Rights: "Ivanov v. Ukraine" and "Kharchenko v. Ukraine". "My position on the systemic problems in the judiciary and law-enforcement system has been repeatedly brought to the attention of the President of Ukraine and found his support. And the President, in his turn, gave the relevant instructions. However, the system has been stubbornly resisting any change," - said Karpachova. 

She also expressed concern over the continued abuse of the right to arrest and excessive length of detention of a person in custody. "This problem leads to overcrowding of ITT, pre-trial detention centers (SIZO) and prisons. It was one of the reasons of the recent murder in the Kyiv Pre-trial Detention Center, where overcrowding in the cells reached its critical limit", - she said. The two sides also noted, that there has been recently revealed a dangerous tendency of criminalizing a number of acts and offenses, which contradicted the logic of the proclaimed policy of humanization of criminal legislation in Ukraine. In particular, Thorbjørn Jagland supported position of Nina Karpachova on the inadmissibility of the return to the criminalization of defamation. As Karpachova underlined, back in 2001, PACE adopted the Resolution 1239 (2001) "Freedom of expression and the functioning of parliamentary democracy in Ukraine", which raised the issue of decriminalization of defamation. Ukraine has then made the appropriate changes to its legislation. 
They also touched upon the freedom of press, in particular Thorbjørn Jagland expressed his concern that the oligarchs, who own the media, are in executive bodies and it affects the independence of the media. Special emphasis was placed on the role of the media and civil society in preventing backsliding on democratic changes in Ukraine, including during upcoming  elections to the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. In the end of the meeting, Nina Karpachova thanked the Secretary General for the support of Ukraine by the Council of Europe and for his readiness to continue cooperation in the field of human rights. "We count on your support, because a number of systemic problems we can not overcome alone," - said Karpachova.
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