
STATEMENT 

of the Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsman) of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan 

on the Occasion of 31 March – the Day of Genocide against 
Azerbaijanis 

 

During past 200 years the massacre and deportation policy carried out by 
Armenian nationalists and their supporters against Azerbaijan are the painful pages 
in the history of our nation. The aim of this repulsive policy was to withdraw 
Azerbaijanis from their native lands by force, and to establish “Great Armenia” 
state that was made up by Armenian historians and ideologists. 

In the beginning of XIX century resettlement of ten thousands of Armenian 
families to Karabakh, and Zangezur from Iran and Turkey, their settlement on the 
historical Azerbaijani lands in Iravan province, Nakhchivan, Karabakh and other 
regions, resulted in changing of the ethnic content of the population deliberately in 
favour of the Armenians over the years of 1828-1830. As a result of mass 
annihilation and pundering committed by armenian armed groups in different parts 
of Caucasus, the rights of azerbaijanis deported from their historical lands within 
the territoriy of the Republic of Armenia in 1905-1907, 1918-1920, 1948-1953, 
1988-1993 were grossly violated, they were subjected to ethnic cleansing 
accompanied by inhuman and degrading treatment.  

All the above mentioned facts, as well as large-scale war seeking the goal of 
tearing Nagorny Karabakh from Azerbaijan since 1988 and its bitter results 
continued even today are bloodstained pages of planned repulsive policy 
committed by Armenian nationalists against Azerbaijanis.  

As a result of this insidious policy historical Azerbaijani lands were 
occupied by Armenians from time to time, due to the Armenian aggression policy 
carried out against Azerbaijan since 1988, 20 percent of the country lands were 
captured, hundred thousands of Azerbaijanis became refugees and IDPs, ten 
thousands of people were killed. 

The hatred of Armenians against Azerbaijanis was demonstrated at all times 
of history. The most horrible tragedies committed by Armenians whose blood 
memory based on chauvinism are the genocide acts against Azerbaijanis on March 
31, 1918. 



On March 30 of that year early in the morning Armenian-Bolshevik forces 
opened drum-fire at Baku from ships. Later on armed dashnaks squeezed the 
houses of Azerbaijanis and committed merciless annihilations.  

On March 31 and April 1-2 slaughters gained mass scale. Armed Armenian 
soldiers killed civilians mercilessly.  

Such kind of bloody tragedies were committed in Baku and Ganja provinces, 
Guba, Khachmaz, Shamakhi, Lankaran, Mugan and other districts as well. 

Many towns, hundreds of settlements, including 150 villages of the 
Azerbaijanis in Karabakh were destroyed during those  incidents, horrible 
slaughters were committed in Shusha city. During the whole period of slaughters 
committed in different regions of Azerbaijan about 700 thousands of people, as 
well as about 30 thousands of Azerbaijanis  in Baku and surronding villages were 
exterminated, mosques, school buildings were burned and destroyed. 115 villages 
in Zangezur, 211 villages in Irevan province were ruined and the population was 
annihilated.  

It should be noted facts proving mass human annihilations committed with 
special brutality by the Armenians during March events in 1918 in Guba region 
have been revealed. Found countless human bones are visual evidence of the 
Armenian vandalism. It has already been identified that these bones belong to the 
local civilians brutally murdered by the Armenian armed groups during their 
assault on Guba city in 1918. “Massacre Memorial Complex” is being created as a 
respect to the memory of the ten thousands of persons killed there during the 
March incidents.  

The history of our people was crudely falsified, our material and cultural 
monuments, as well as geographical names have been falsified by the Armenian 
historians, a huge number of houses, educational and healthcare facilities were 
completely destroyed.  

According to the provisions of the International Law, genocide is included 
into the group of crimes against peace and security of the humankind as one of the 
gravest international crimes along with such actions as aggression, crimes against 
humanity, war crimes, and international terrorism. 

The legal basis for the crime of genocide was determined by the Convention 
“On prevention and punishment of the crime of genocide” adopted by the 
Resolution of the UN General Assembly numbered 260 (III) dated 9 December 
1948. As it is articulated by the Convention, genocide is an  act committed with 



intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, religious, or racial group. 
All the actions forming the act of genocide and described in this document were 
committed by the Armenian nationalists against the Azerbaijanis. 

Armenia has been carrying out massacre policy for long years in front of the 
eyes of the world community. Though according to the universal norms of the 
international law the inviolability of the state borders should be respected, 
infringement upon of territorial integrity and sovereignty is inadmissible. 

Occupied Nagorny Karabakh and surrounding regions are the integral part of 
Azerbaijan. Despite the fact that the UN Security Council adopted four Resolutions 
on territorial integrity and unconditional liberation of the occupied territories of 
Azerbaijan UNGA adopted the Resolution titled “Situation on the occupied 
territories of Azerbaijan” from March 14, 2008, the Parliamentary Assembly of 
Council of Europe (PACE) adopted Resolution and Recommendation No. 1416 
and 1690 confirming the occupation of Azerbaijani territories by the Armenian 
military forces, and governing of Nagorno-Karabakh by separatists, Armenia 
refuses to implement them till now.  

After our country gained independence, the political assessment of these 
events was finally given by the Decree of the President of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan “On Genocide against Azerbaijanis” dated 26 March 1998 and the fact 
of the genocide against Azerbaijanis by Armenia was officially declared for the 
first time. 

 In the addresses to the Azerbaijani people, the country President, Mr. Ilham 
Aliyev declared that we will achieve restoration of our territorial integrity and 
sovereignty, as well as exposure of those who committed the genocide and spread 
discord and animosity between human beings and peoples. 

Ninety two years have passed since the 1918 March genocide. However, it is 
impossible to forget those atrocities committed by Armenian nationalists. 
International community, combating international terrorism, should finally give an 
objective political and legal evaluation to the abuse committed against the 
Azerbaijani people, and the perpetrators should be punished according to the law.  

Urging to international organizations to support the fair position of 
Azerbaijan, I believe that, justice will be restored, relevant sanctions will be 
applied by the international institutions against Armenia, which assumed genocide 
as a state policy, as well as the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan, grossly violated 
rights of refugees, IDPs will be restored, prisoners of war and hostages will be set 



free. I hope that, you will join your efforts for the restoration of peace and security 
in Azerbaijan. 

 

Elmira Suleymanova                                                   

Commissioner for Human Rights 

(Ombudsman) of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

30.03.2010 

The Statement is addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, Deputy 
Secretary General, Special Representative of the Secretary General for children and 
armed conflicts,  the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, OSCE, 
Council of Europe, International Ombudsman Institute, European Ombudsman Institute 
and Association of Asian Ombudsmen, International Peace Bureau, International Peace 
Federation, Ombudsmen of different countries, embassies of Azerbaijan abroad, as well 
as the foreign embassies in Azerbaijan and organizations of Azerbaijani Diaspora. 


